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SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

Perhaps there is no institution in christendom, better calculated 
to benefit the rising generation, than that of Sunday Schools.— 
This is acknowledged among all de nominations, and even by many 
who do not believe in the reality of the christian religion. It 
collects the children on the sabbath of the Lord; accustoms them 
‘o habits of reading and study; puts into their heads the most use- 
ful pieces of instruction, induces them to memorize many ot the 
most useful passages of Scripture; and, in short, so improves their 
minds and disciplines their pi assions, that hundrefle of them have 
been prepared for useful stations m the church of God. 

The Sunday School for Missouri and Illinois, which was estab- 
lished about two years ago, we are happy to learn, is in a flour- 
ishing state. From the last Report, it seems, the society had 77 
schools, 340 teachers and 2546 scholars. Among some of the 
most useful remarks, in the Report, we find the following, which 
we extract from the Llinois “ Intelligencer.” 

































As our ouly hope of success has hitherto been in the blessing \ aed 
of God; so our future prospects of success is founded on the sure fy 
word of truth, which like the rain and the snow that cometh down RS 

Fy from Heaven, and returneth not thither but watereth the earth, ‘os 
i and maketh it bring forth and bud thatit may give seed to the 
sower, and bread to the eaters; it shall not return void, but shall 
accomplish the good pleasure of Jehovah in the moral renovation 
of human character, and prosper the thing whereunto he shall 
i send it; Isai. lv. 10,11. The path of duty is plain before us.— 
5 Says Jehovah, “ gather the people together, men women and cihil- 
dgen, anc the stranger that is within thy gates, that they may 
learn to fear the Lord your God as long as ye live;” Deut. xxxi. 
12,13. “ Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he wiil not depart from it.” “Cast thy bread upon the wa- 
ters, for thou’shalt find it after many days.” With such encour 
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agement we hesitate not to say that our exeruon@ughi to Le 
increased ten fold to teach the rising generation the word of God 


The States of Missouri and I!linois are comparatively scattered 
in their population; newly settled and poor; yet, in some places. 
the children are collected on the sabbath, and regularly instructed, 
with success. 

The principal agents in this work, are the members of the 
Baptist, the Cumberland Presbyterian and the Methodist churches 
The Rev. J. M. Park, of the Baptist church, so far as we can 
learn, was the first active instrument, im forming the society, and 
has been one of the principal means of its successful progress.— 
We notice this institution, particularly, because it progresses 
under circumstances well calculated to encourage us, in this coun 
try, tomake similar efforts. We possess many advantages whicl: 
they do not ; and, if greater exertions are not made in this coun 
try, on the subject of sabbath schools, than have heretotore been 
made, it will certainly be our crime and our shame. 


CALVINISTIC MAGAZINE. 

In the second number of the Calvinistic Magazine, we see a 
piece written by Mr. Ross, on the subject of “ Irresistible Grace.” 
fle sets out to give us the belief of a Calvinist on that subject, 
and in reality, gives us the opinions of a Hopkinsian; as we shal! 
see by examining his statements. 

“The faculties of the soul,” says he, “are not depraved, and 
at enmity with God—but every moral evercise of the soul is un- 
holy,” 

This sentiment is so far from being Calvinistic, that it is directly 
opposed to it, and contains the quintescence of Hopkinsianism, 
in relation to the atural Ability scheme. That it is directly 
opposed to them, wil appear entirely satisfactory to all who will 
consult the following quotations from Calvin’s Institutes: 

“ The natural powers of the mind, as well as the aflections oi 
the heart, are so corrupted, that men cannot savingly understand 
the Scriptures, without a divine illumination of the understanding 
as well as a renevation of the heart;” Inst. b. 1, chap. 4, &c. 

Again, he says, in direct opposition to Hopkinsianism, 

“Jt is our crime that ‘ we want natural power’ to ‘ climb up into 
the the pure and clear knowledge of God.’” &c. Inst.b.1, chap. ix. 
‘Our understanding is altogether impotent and blind, except it be 
by grace illuminated; not once, but constantly, in every divine an¢ 
beavenly thing which we have to learn,” b. 2, chap. 2, sec. 24. 
“The natural man is wholly corruptéd, in all the faculties of his 
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R11, so that he isa sumer by nature. This is his character,” &e 
fast. b. 4, chap. 15, see. 11, 12,&c. “By the fall, man lost all 
ability to will good,” &&.—* and became corrupt in mind, will, 
body, and all his powers—so that he has neither the ability nor 
disposition to perform a good work, until both are afforded him, 
by the special grace of God,” b. 2. chap. 1, sec. 8, 9,&c. ‘The 
above passages, to which we might add many more, prove, be- 
yond dispute, that Mr. Ross’s position is not Calvinism, but Hop- 
kinsian pelagianism. 

We proceed to notice, in the next place, his assertion, that 
the exercises or choices” (of the soul) ‘constitute what is called 
tie carnal mind, the flesh,” &c. 

In the next page, he confounds the exercise of the new heart, 
with the heart itself. ‘‘A holy choice, says he, is a new heart.”— 
‘This is one of the grossest absurdities that was ever palmed upon 
the christian world; and is so far from being Calvinism, that it 1s 
cidiculed by Calvinists, as incompatible with the plainest dictates 
of common sense. Mr. Ely, when speaking in reterence to this 
doctrine, says, “ fa treating of the christian graces, the principle 
must be admitied, that the regenerate soul is distinet from its own 
moral actions; and that a holy disposition is distinct from ifs 
several pious exercises,” Contrast, page 215. 

Again, page 55, showing the absurdity of a sentiment like tha‘ 
advanced by Mr. Ross, he says, “* Where there has been but one 
holy exercise, that is a man’s good heart this heart being an 
exercise, it follows that ene exercise is the source of another 
exercise,” &c. “This is the logie of that pre-eminently rational 
system, called, ia distinction trom these who maintain the doctrine: 
of the communication of a holy taste, bias or principle, “ The 
EXERCISE SCHEME. 

It is certaily as inconsistent to confound either a good, or a bad 
heart, with its exercises, as it is to confound bodily powers, with 
muscular motion. But we pass on. 

Mr. Ross says, ‘Being born again, means holy love to God.” 
Here is another jumble, and a grand mistake; for love is not the 
change or converted state; but the effect of that state. This is 
a continuation of the “exercise scheme.” The love of God is so 
far from being the new birth, as Mr. Ross states, that it is “ shed 
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost.” 

Aiter some remarks, more or less in point, he passes, on to what 
he calls the “ dividing line between the Calvinists and Arminians;” 
that is, whether the influence of the Holy Spirit, in regeneration, 
‘and sanctification is resistible or trresistible. ‘ The Calvinist main- 
tains that it is (irresistible) “He” (the Calvinist) “believes that 
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the holy heart is the free gift of God. That God hat] h mercy of 
svhom he will have mercy. That he c hooses, as a sovereign, who 
shall be saved. To the sinner, he sends the regenerating Spirit 
who applies the word of truth, in such a manner as never fails to 
cause the soul freely to put forth a holy choice or affection, in the 
view of it. This choice, by whatever name it may be called, is 
regeneration, or the new heart,” &c. What strange divinity!— 

A sinner puts forth a holy choice, and this holy choice is the neu 
heart! How easy for sinners, according to the Hopkinsian theo- 
ry, to put forth new hearts for themselves! Is this Calvinism?— 
Mr. Ross knows it is not; and yet, he is telling the people what 
a Calvinist believes! Certainly he ‘does not me an, by Calvinist, a 
follower of John Calvin, of Geneva. He, and his followers, we 
are certain, will never agree to such doctrine. 

But let us notice the “dividing line.” The spirit,” says he, 
“apples the word of Truth in such a manner as never fails to 
cause the soul freely to put forth a holy choice;” &c. 

fs this true? Does the Spirit never present the word of Truth 
to the sinner’s heart in vain? Do simers always put forth @ holy 
choice, when it is presented to them by the spirit? Certainly not; 
the experienc e of thousands will contradict the assertion. 

This doctrin@ is not only untrue but it represents the God o 
tmpartial justice, as being a “‘respecter of persons.” It virtually 

says, that all those who do not put forth a holy choice or anew 


i heart, never have the word of truth presented to them by the Holy 


Spirit. 13 thistrue? Does the Spirit present the word of Truth 


| to none but the elect? the rege nerate few? If so, Why ta alk . 


“quenching the Spirit”? of “doing despite to the Spirit” 
“resisting the Holy Ghost”? 

Again, if the Spirit presents the word of truth to none but 
those who put forth holy choices or new hearts, why exhort 
others, to make themselves new hearts? Can they do it inde. 
pendently on this irresistible influence? We hope Mr. Ross 


| will answer these questions. And in doing so, we are quite cer- 


tain, thet he will branch out into the Materal Ability scheme, fas 


) heyond the reach of Calvinism. 


He quotes several passages of Scripture to prove his doctrine, 
which texts says he, the Arminians and Unitarians attack, ridicule, 


and condemn; in this, however, he is mistaken, for they contain 
| nothing opposed to the Arminia i or siethodist doctrines. 
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He goes on tomake some f farther remarks in defence of his 
creed, and illustrates his notions of the irresistibility of the Sptrit’s 
influence, by a case, in which a spectator is supposed to listen te 
an argument at the bar in defence of an injured person. He sup- 
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-eg the listener to be at first strongly prejudiced against the ac- 
“But soon truth after truth is held up to him in clear light; 
lusion after conclusion, is pressed upon his understand- 

Mt the powers of eloquence —The spectator is at first 
i he doubts his own opinion—then he feels his affec- 
ning--tlle n he acknowledges there is great appearance of 
‘he other side. Finally, all his affections are brought into 
ry with the speaker’s, and his whole soul is drawn along in 
wy obedience io the irresistible influence of truth. Has 
.an lost his moral agency? Has truth made him a machine ? 
» will say t 1s.” 
‘his is very true. Arminians believe in this kind of irresis- 
‘fluence, as well as the Hopkmsians. But, we ask, does 
t iustration of irresistible influence come fully up to the 
; of the doctrine, as taught by the Hophings ins ? If it does, 
tie Controversy between us, on that subject, is atan end. But 
we very much doubi the gptness of the case, to. a proper illus- 
tration of the Hopkinsian doctrine, in its application to spiritual 
things; for falsehood in a thousand chse! s, ably, and eloquently de- 
fende d, has the same irresistible influence on a spectator’s mind, 
that traeth has; the diflerence depends upon the capacity, judgment, 
&c. of the hearer. Aud, we might add, that the influence of the 
Devil, himself, is frequently irresistible in the same sense. About 
‘his kind of irresistible influence, then, we perfectly agree. But, 
the point in question, is, whether the influence of truth, when pre 
-ented to thes inner’ $ mind, is so absolutely, infalably or necessarily 
irresistible, as never to fail produc’ ing favorable results. It is this 
sense of the term, to which we object, as incompatible with mor- 
al agency; and, moreover, this sense of the term, érresistible, is 
not illustrated by the above case, for, ina thousand instances, 
truth, how forcibly soever it may be illustrated, and presented to 
the mind, does not either convince or persuade, Of coma, its 
irresistibleness is not of the absolute, or infallible kind. Mr. Rass 
here proceeds upon the ground, that Calvinists believe in irresis- 
tible influence, in the sense illustrated by the above supposed 
case, and asks, why they should be censured. We answer, they 
ought not to be censured for holding to the doctrine in that sense; 
but, when they teach us that grace is irresistible ina sense that 
disarms the sinner of all moral power to resist, —that overcomes 
all the obstinacy, corruption, &c. of the sinner’s heart, though it 
does not destroy ti, and never fails to bring him to God, and take 
him to heayen, even in opposition to his own native inclinations— 
we believe they teach a digenous doctrine 
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Mr. Ross then proceeds to make some excellent remarks about 
the misteriousness of the spirits agency im producing a saving 
<hange of heart; and, also, of the concurrence, and co-operation 
of human, with the divine agency. He is mistaken, however, 
when he supposes we oppose such operation and co-operation 
his remarks, therefore, which follows, are irrelevant, and calc ula- 
ted to make erroneous impressions about our real sentiments. The 
whole controversy turns upon the meaning of terms. We areas far 
as he can be from believing that the divine spirit, by operating upon 
the heart, can destroy, or,in any way interfere with moral agency. 
So far from such a belief, have the Methodist always been, that, 
in Englund, soon after their rise, they were considered the great 
champions of moral agency, in opposition to the Hills, Toplady 
and others. The Hopkinsians, however, seem anxious to circu- 
late a belief, that we deny man’s agency, in connection with di- 
vine influence, as incompatible with its exercise upon the soul. 
We beg leave, however, to explain our own sentiments, while 
we cheerfully allow others to exercise the same right. 

Atier Mr. Ross explains his own notions, he proceeds to noti: 
those of others. He says, *¢ the writer once heard a preac a 
of some standing in his own church, declare it was wrong for 
irresistible—he said we ought to pray for resistible influence. 

We presume we know to whom Mr. Ross alludes. We pre 
sume we were present, and perfectly remember the c ircumstan- 
ces; and we are prepared to repeat the same in writing; that it is 
wrong for men to pray for irresistible influence, in the sense ii 
which the term is used by the Hopkinsians. 

He then illustrates as he supposes, the respective ereeds of the 
Hopkinsians and Arminians, by a case, in which-he supposes a 
son to rebel against his father, and to hate him without cause 

“Messenger after messenger urged the truth of his case upon 
him, but his rebellion was only the more confirmed. His eldei 
brother possessed great powers of persuasion, Ife found the 
prodigal—he told him his guilt in the language of terible reproof, 
and then he told him of his father’s love—his willingness to for- 
vive him, and to bestow upon bim the blessings of his family. 
The soul of the rebel melts before the tenderness of the brother’s 
persuasion. Heis conquered by the powerof truth He isa 
Calvinist, and his language to this brother is this; Truth, when 
urged by you, Is irvesistible. I now know my duty—I love my 
father-—I loathe and abominate myself for my iniquities and my 
sins~! would rather be a door keeper in my father’s house 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. But I know I will turn 
again to the vicious habits which you have brought me to abhor, 


ifvou leave me —~Then leave me not-—be near me at all-trmes ant 








continue that all prevailing influence which has, even now 

brought me from darkness to light. Lead me into all truth, and 
make me willing by that delightful influence which I know you 
canexert. This would be a prayer for irresistible influence 
Surely if the elder brother possessed the heart ef Him who has 
never said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain, the prayer 
would be thus answered. His word would be found abiding in 
the prodigal ‘as a fire and as a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces; ” penetrating even to the dividing asunder of Soul and 
Spirit—discerning all the thoughts and intents of his heart, and 
leading him in all the ways of new obedience. 

“Suppose the repenting prodigal to be an Arminian, and con 
sistent in his creed. He would say to his elder brother—I feel 
that the truth you have advanced swept away all my refuge of 
lies—but I am in doubt whether Iam entirely indebted to your 
influence for this effect, I think that 1, although totally eating 
the truth you advanced, did nevertheless previously choose it 
should have its convincing effect. I think so, because, if you had 
made truth irresistible to my understanding, conscience and heart; 
without my previously choosing it should have that effect, my free 
izency would have been destroyed. Under this opinion, I beseech 
you, remain with me, and give me your counsel and advice. But 
be careful of my free agency. I know you can make truth omnipo- 
tent—you can rouse all my affections; but I regard my free agency 
too much, to permit you to work in me to will and to do of vour 
rood pleasure, without my previously choosing to think and to 
feel in accordance with your plan. Therefore, present truth to 
my understanding with so litue clearness that 1 may mistake 
it; and touch my heart with so gentle an influence that I shall 
never feel convinced that evil is not good and good is not evil. 
Always leave me with that wrong c hoice i in which you may find 
me.— This would be a prayer for resistible influence. We know 
not what the elder brother would do in the face of such a peti- 
tion. But we know how it would be received by our Father in 
heaven, 

“But our Arminian brethren never declare their theology of 
their prayers. In their prayers they admit the sovereignty in 
God. They ask God to work in them both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure. They pray thathis Spirit may descend, to 
convict and convert sinners; to fake away the heart of stene and to 
give the heart of flesh. They confessin prayer that the hearts of 
Kings, and all other men are in the hand of God, and and as rivers 
of water heturneth them whithersoever he will. 1s it right, then, 
for our brethren, who agree with us so honestly when in the pre- 
sence of our Master, to censure us because we are consistent, and 


preach as we pray; because we say the same things to man 
which wea knowledge to our (400? ROSS.,”? 
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We are sorry to know, that a man, who carries about him the 
sacred mantle, should s»> far misrepresent the real sentiments ot 
the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, with which he might be so well 
acquainted. He has placed us off of our real foundation, and set 
us on a platform of his own making. The ideaof an Arminian’s 
prayer disagreeing with his theory, is not original with Mr. Ross: 
the reader may find it in Mr. Gallaher’s sermon of 1824. Let 
the remarks we made in reference to irresistible .o{iuence, when 
noticing the other illustrative case, suffice for the above. We 
have been tedious and must close. 


FOR THE MESSENGER. 
We live in an age remarkable in the history of the church, for 
acts of benevolence, and deeds of christian enterprise. The 
great work of spreading the light of the everlasting gospel 
throughout the world, and of. bringing the nations of the earth, 
to the knowledge of the true God, andof bis Christ, now be- 
gins to swell the heart, and animate the devotions, and nerve 
the arm of every soldier of the cross. This work of grace, af- 
fords common ground for all christians. Here, the Presbyterian, the 
Baptist, the Episcopalian, and the Methodist, meet together, to 
stir each other up, to rigorous activity and well doing, in the 
sacred cause of Missions. Pleased, as I have been, to notice, in 
the religious papers of the day the interesting accounts of the migh- 
ty works God has wrought through the instrumentality of the 
different denominations, in our country.—I have regretted the 
comparative backwardness, and sloth of the Methodists, on the 
subjectof missions. Theirtelligence ‘contained in the commu- 
nication of T. M. published in the 9th No. of the Christian Ad- 
| _-vocate, is of a nature calculated to alarm and surprise us. That 
» the annual receipts of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
_ Episcopal Church (of the United States,) for the last year, should 
» have been confined to the sum of $4,964,000, while there were no 
') tess than 360,000 members in our extended connexion, is truly 
» | lamentable, may I not say shameful. And are the Methodist 
= | people in the United States,so dead to the cause of God, and the 
_ spread of the gospel, so lukewarm, to the importance of one of 

i) 6 the leading ‘ties inthe Christian’s discipline, as to stand all the 
day idle, unm “ed by the call of Jesus Christ, to come to the 
help of his cross a1 ‘kingdom! Or have his ministering servants 
been neglectful of their duty, in failing to enlighten the people un- 
der their charge, on the subject;—and to urge upon them the 
strong necessity of action? The Lord Jesus, itis much to be 
feared, has a charge to make against us on this head, and, O! on 
whom will it fall? That the Methodist Church, the very prin- 
ciple, and life of whose economy, is to carry the gospel into al! 
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the varied ranks of human life, —th at the peopie who were fore- 
most to kindle the iorch of missionary zeal and euterprise at 
home, should withhold their aid, when called on to send it abroad, 
is truly asstonishing ! The truth is, we have so long neglected 
the divine appointments of supporting our ministers, that labour 
among us, that our people are the less prepared to atd our mis- 
sivcary society. Had they discharged the one duty—they would 
} een more alive to the other, Let not the stale complaint of 
‘had times” so often reiterated by the time-serving professor, be 
offered as an excuse for the past and present neglect of this duty. 
He who withholds his mtfe from the treasury of God, cannot 
pray with much seriousness, ‘thy kingdom come.’’ Surely it is 
now high time that the Methodist Episcopal Church, arouse 
from ber lethargy, and buckle on her armour, and take her sta- 
tion among the armies of God, in the awful conflict, lest the 
victory being won, she be left without a share in the song of 
triumph. Ofthe large number of members in one Church, that 
lend no aid to the missionary cause, there are no doubt, many 
ulive lo the subject, and willng to contribute, were they furnished 
with a ready mode, by which todoso—Orhers remain, in ‘some 

cree, ignorant of the work, and their duty respecting it. It 
msto me, that a union of operation and diligence among the 
peeachers and leading men in our connexion, is alone wanting, to 
give prosperity and extensive usefulness to one Missions:y Soci- 
ety. I have been led to think ofa plan as likely to meet our wants 
Itake the liberty here to suggest it. 

Ist. Let a Missionary Society auxiliary tothe Missionary So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church, be formed in every 
class throughout the Methodist connexion, from Maine to Florida. 

2nd. Let each leader be the standing President of the society 
formed by his class. 

3rd. Let an annual subscription of 12} cents, constitute a per- 
son a member of each auxiliary 

The same constitution containing afew articles would serve 
all the societies, 

Such a plan as this would concentrate the united exertions of 
our members, and give great facility to their operations.—Each 
leader could readily collect the subscriptions in his class; hand the 
sum to the preachers in charge, whocould remit it to the parent 
Board, through one of the Bishops ut the annual conference 

That the plan here proposed, or one ofa similar nature is en 
tively practicable, and easy of execution, there can be no doubt. Of 
the good it would effect, we can form no estimate. Let us, how- 
ever, suppase our plan in operation. At present we have, say 
400,000 members; of this number 300 000, it might be safely es 
timated, would become members of the different auxiliaries,» 
The average contribution of each member may be set down 2! 
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$50. ibis would give (o one Missionary Society $150,000 pe 
annum. A sum which, expended, according to our usual econo 
my, would send out into the harvest, about five hundred labou; 
ersannually, ‘To say nothing of the increase of means derived 
irom the daily additions made to the church, and thereby the 
necessarv enlareement of the subscriptions—we should have, af 
ter the lapse of five years feenty five hundred Missionaries among 
the heathens. Slow many idols might be swept from the unhal 
lowed alter of the idolater? How many deserts made to rejoice 
and bless one? How manv souls delivered from the darkness of 
death: And how many saints added to the glad throng that shal! 
swell the trumpet of God’s Messiah, through their instrumen 
tality, who can conceive? Now, if the immediate fruit of their ls 
bours be incalculable, what would be the amount of ultimais 
good? 

To effect so desirable an end, as the one here proposed, much 
very much would depend on our paeachers. It belongs tn them to 
bring the cause and claims of Missions before the classes, under 
their care. There toexplain and advocate it,and to arouse ow 
members from this long sleep of slothful indolence. Let each 
annual and district conference take the cause of Missions int 
serious consideration, and resolve to enter heartily and pers: 
veringly into the work; and success, under God, is certain. | 
may also add that our religious newspapers constitute powerfu! 
instruments of good to the cause. For this and other weighty 
reasons, it becomes the duty of all the inflnential members of the 
church to be active in promoting their circulation. These 
hasty remarks, are submitted, with the hope, that feeble as they 
are, they may, nevertheless, happily serve to call the attention of 
ethers to the subject—that something may be done for our 
Missionary Societies, in some degree, worthy its benevolent 
object; and commenstrate with our duty. 

A LAY PREACHER. 


EDUCATION A PREVENTIVE OF CRIME. 

We have referred, with the most painful sensations, to the re- 
vent murders and assassinations which have stained the annals o! 
our country, m our new and rising western states. We have 
heard of an eminent attorney who was stabbed in court; our col- 
umns to-day exhibit an other assassination of a most respectable 
man, and another account exhibits an awful instance of murder 
and suicide. In the name of heaven, is this state of things to con 
tinue ? Human laws, however well divised, can never be faithtul- 
ly executed unless the community intended to be governed, are 
alive to maral and religious impressions. If the vengeanae 0! 
the Almighty on the first murderer be appalling, if the awful fiat, 
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delivered in thunder trom Mount Sinai, ** Thow shalt not kill.” is 
disregarded, what safety can man find from the eflects of fero- 
jous and ungovernable passions ? We are not surprised at the 
‘ew Which foreign journalists take of our country; we do not di 
verve it asa nation, yet we must admit there is a cause for th 
reflection cast upon us. What is the cause, and what is the rem 
edy? We shall state them frankly—a want of moral and reli. 
rious instruction is the root of the e vil. We m 1y say what w 
please about fanaticism; we may ridicule the e verl isting punis sh 
ment of one sect, and denounce ‘the indifference of an “‘hereafter? 
fanother; we may decry the jarring and ferocious doctrine of 
ectarians, but we may say, give us religion in its worst shape, 
ther than no re ligion at all. Let parents pay attention to chil- 
dren in their infancy, and intheir youth. At these periods their 
ductile minds are capable of re ceiving, and will receive ‘‘jest im 
pressions.” See that they walk in the right path; correct them 
severe ly for crimes +e positive faults, tor disobedience, for pas- 
ion; for obstinacy; t * perverse and ungovernable tempers.— 
More perseverance on ibe part of parents in correcting early and 
bad impressions, Will make good children, good citizens, and 
rood men. We shall hear nothing of crime, of rage, of bad prin- 
iples. of murder and suicide. MY. Engare 
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FROM ZJON’S HERALD. 
TRIALS OF MINISTERS. 

1. When I see a vast work before me, and my health enables 
me to do but little for souls~J am tried. 

4 When | have health and time to labor tor God, but the 
niggardly spuit of men, and some professors, withhok 1s the ne- 
cessary support for myself and family, and thus hedges up my 
WV: ay—I am tried. 

3. When men are so worldly and wicked, that they seldom 
come to hear God’s word, and when the ‘y come, hear as though if 

ve a only designed to lull them to slee p—lam tried. 

When I see brethren biting and devouring one another, by 
crikapeekion or brawling, and the prospect is they will be con- 
— one by another—TI am tried. 

When f labor long and hard for the good of souls, and 
s€8 little or no fruit—J am tried. 

6. When the fair fruit of ministerial labor is blasted by the 
introduction of false doctrine, the prevalence of temptation, o: 
any unlucky circumstance—/ am tried. 


7. When called to part with those w hose j joys and sorrows have 
deen my oN n. and wh IO h: . li hye l lly G har red ? m?} cn j am tried 

















































































364 


COMFORTS OF MINISTERS. 
i. When I see the work of God roing on extensively and ai 
riously, by means of God’s own appointing, and in his own way. 
I am comforted. 


2. When I get food and covering for myself and mine, thougl; 
with my own hands, and kuow that God approves and blesse: 


me—TI am comforted. 

3. When now and then a sinner comes to God, though » 
ny stray from Iiim—/ am comforted. 
* 4. When I have love in my own heart, and see it in a fey 
others—I am comforted. 

5. When I consider that faithful, persevering labor for souls }. 
never without fruit in some way, sooner or later—I am comforted 


6. When I consider that some fruit of my trials, and depriva- 


tions will appear in everlasting glory—I am comforted. 
7. When I anticipate meeting the saints, with whom I hav 


labored, sutlered, rejoiced, and wept on earth, in the eterna! 


kingdom above—I am comforted. 
ALPHA LAMBD\ 


‘. 


“Manchester, Conn. May t, 182 


A Christian is one who is snatched as a brand from the buy 
ing; the flames of hell are quenched in the Redeemer’s blood, }) 


is grafted into the living vine; because it lives, he also lives; and 


deriving from the union, strength, and nourishment continually, | 
becomes a fruitful bough by the wells of salvation, whose branch 


es, thick with rich clusters of good fruits, hang over and adorn 


the walls of God’s house. 
Lonpon, March 27, 1827 

The general meeting of operatives convened last Tuesday : 
Birmingham, adopted the following resolutions: 

That the members of this meeting are of opinion, that, after ; 
tong and painful struggle, they have ascertained that no talents, 
industry. and frugality could secure them from distress, and thy 
humiliation of having recourse for relief to parish assistance 
which assistance has now been reduced to the lowest point tha’ 
will maintain her. 

That the meeting views with alarm the strange anomaly of : 
people naked and dying with hunger, in a country abounding i 
subsistence and articles gf clothing—that is of opinion that th 
great proportion of laborers in manufactories, as well as in agr! 
culture, are really dying of hunger, and that their employers ar 
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» the brink of ruin, and still that no adequate remedy is applied 
.) this disastrous state of things. 
That the meeting ascribes the distress thus prevale nt among 
whole manufacturing interests of England, to the arbitrary 
jerations in the currency; which causing a perpetual variation 
‘the value of agricultural and other products, and a violation of 
tracts, takes all st rbility from the e mploy ment of the produe- 
e classes. and causes a reduction in their salaries. 


Ziows Herald 












VEHEMENCE. 
Holinbroke left one of his infidel publications to be published 

r hig death, by Mallet, a brother unbeliever. Dr. Johnson, 
wn asked his opinion of the legacy, exclaimed; “A scoundrel! 
vho spent his life in charging a pop-gun against Christianity; 

a coward! who, afraid of the report of his own gun, 
ft half a crown to a hungry Scotchman to pull the trigger 
ter his death.”’ 












Advantages of Intemperance—A prisoner in the Fleet, Lon- 
lon, lately descending the centric stair case, in a state of in- 
‘oxication, fell over the b: a and made a fair illustration of 
e doctrine of grav itation, to the utter astonishment of the by- 
inders. He fell from a "height of forty feet, and sustained no 
jury. If he had been sober, he would have broken his neck 
Ve have heard of a man who drove his horses off a bridge, in 
Yuchess county, down a fearful precipice. The horses were 
led, the wagon smashed to pieces, and the man was unhurt 
“he man was drunk, the horses and wagon were sober. 


New York Courier 
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From Zion’s Heracp. Feo 

Dives’ testimony in favor of temperance.. ee 
the following in substance, was related to me by 
ue of the parties in the cenversation here communi- 
cated, If any lover of rum shog}d@ read it, and be as 
cusibly aifected by it, as L was im hearing it, I think 
he will drink rum no more. A man, somewhat accus- 
‘omed to excessive drinking, met an old gentleman 
vho had been active in éndez avoring to form a society, 
lor the promotion of temperance, in a certain town, in 
bis commonwealth, and witha sneer thus accosted 
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him-—-**o hereis a member of the cold water soc lety 
‘And will not vou be a member of that society?” ay 
idewal the gentleman. “Not P’—was the answe, 
‘Your cousin Dives,’ ’ said the old gentleman, va; 
ofa different opinion; and so will you be, when yoy 
are in his sitvation, as you will be, if youn do not re. 


form. He didnot call for rum, but begged for a droy 


of water TO COOL MIS TONGUE, for he. says, ‘1 avy 
TORMENTED IN FLAME.” ” W 


—_—— ~~ 





FROM ZION’S HERALD. 
Universalism will not do to die by. 


tn August, 1813, Mr. ©. of M. Konu. a professc 


U niversalist, was called to try the afficacy of his ee. 
ciples on a dying bed. He was between 27 and 8 
years of age at the time of his death. On the sami 
week in which he diced, [ watched with him one nigh 
He toid me he had bee ‘nat much expense for an edu 
cation, but had not improved his learning as he ought. 
having felt at ease respecting the future state of man, 
believing atl would be saved, Tet them live as they may; 
that he had had many calls to repent, by the preach: 
ing ofthe gospel, and the written word, but still per 
sisted in sin; but he now saw wherein he had done 
wrong; he had been the means of leading many as 
tray, telling them there is neither hell nor devil, ex 
cept whatis in this world. ‘IT have sinned away my 
day of grace: here [lie upon my death bed, the hor- 
rors of licll are open to my view, and [ see that Uni 
versalism is the means of damnation to. mavy souls.— 
Isce there is no mercy for me; there is no place fo 
repentance that I may escape the wrath of God. 0 
that hell! that dreadful hell, where the wicked are 
punished for ever and ever! I advise you, as a friend, 
not todo as I have done; and would so advise all oth 
ers could I see them and tell them my feelings. If] 
could live L weuld do differently from what I have 
done:,? Many other things of the same nature he said. 





wi 


tel 
all 


it 


" 
gr 









_~ 
307 






which havé escapad my recollection. Some of his 
friends told me, he died in all the horrors of despair, 
telling those around he was going to hell, where hope 
aud mercy can never be found, swearing at almost every 
sentence, and thus closed his mice Tite. 


JOSEPH W. BARTHOLICK. 


—_— 


Joseph W. Bartholick is a member in good standing 
in our church; and his statement of facts in the fore 
eoing account I believe to be correct. 

Some weeks ago, a gentleman of the Baptist persua- 
sion, from L. in this State, gave me a similar “account 
of the failure of Universalism to support one of its 
champions in his last siclkiness, which happened a few 
months ago. I think such instances ought to be made 
public. ‘Tenderness to the friends of such persons, 
ought not to prevent a faithful record from being 
made of the effects of their principles. ‘The eternal 
damnation of human souls by means of infidel princi— 
ples (of which I consider Universalism a species, ) 
ought to be prevented if possible by a prudent expos 
ure of their tendency, and their inadequacy to cheer 
the last hours of life. Perhaps a velume of facts on 
the above plan wonld do more towards checking the 
prevalence of infidelity, than ten volumes of the “most 
labored awd able ratiecination. Such a volume might 
undoubtedly be collected in this country, and whoever 
shall perform the task with tolerable ability, will de 
eerve the thanks of the community. 


Manchester, Con. A. LUMMUS. 
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The establishment of the Christian religion among 
men, is the greatest of all miracles. In spite of all the 
power of Rome; in spite of all the passions, interest and 
prejudices of so many nations; so many philosophers, 
so many different religions; t welve poor fihermen, with- 
out art, withost eloquence, without power, publish and 
spread their doctrine thronghont the world. In spite 
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uf @ persecution for three centuries, which seemed every 
moment ready to extinguish it; in spite of continued and 
innumerable marty sims of persons of all conditions, 
aexes, and countries; the truth in the eud triumphs over 
error; pursuant tothe predictions both of the old and 
new law.—Let any one show some other religion 
which has the same marks of a divine protection. 
NEW-YORK CONFERENCE. 

This conference closed a laborious, bnt very peacefu) 
and harmonious session, on the 17th instant.—There 
were admitted on trial sixteen, ordained deacons nine, 
located three, returned supernumerary twelve, super 
annuated eleven, one had died, and one was expelled 
Numbers in society, thirty thousand two hundred and 
twenty-three. 





The Fashion of the World passeth away.—If you look on a pic: 
ture, where there ts painted a rich man and a poor beggar, you 
neither envy the one nor despise the other, because you know 
them to be shadows and not realities. The same judgment 
we ought to make of the things themselves. All are but 
shadows, and little more than nolhtiie. What is seen is tempo- 
ral, that which is not seen is eternal. 

Mercies.—Were there but a single mercy apportioned to each 
minute of our lives, the sum would rise very high, but how is ou: 
arithmetic confounded when every minute bas more than we can 
distinctly number.—owe’s Art of Contentment 

Heartrus.— The origin of health drinking took its rise from 
the time of the Danes being in Eng'and, when it was common 
with them, whilst an Englishman was crinking, to take that oppor- 
tunity of stabbing him. Te guard-agzainst this Danish treache- 
ry, the English entered into a combination to be mutual pledges 
of security to each other whilst drinking. 

When, therefore, an Englishman at that period drank to his 
friend his tacit language was—* Sir, I am afraid that some ma 
hicious Dane will stab me or cut my throat whilst Iam drinking. 
I beg the favour of you to watch carefully that I may drink safe- 
ly." 

To whieh his friend was supposed to answer, “Sir, I will 
pledge you and be your safety.” He then ceplied, “I am much 
obliged to you, sir,—your health, that you may live till 1 have 
done drinking, and save me from his wicked intentions,” 








